Surgeon report cards, clinical realities, and the quality of patient care.
In this article, I respond to Alan Henderson's critique of the quality of care argument for surgeon report cards. I discuss some significant US and UK studies demonstrating that surgeon report cards improve clinical outcomes. I also indicate that surgeon report cards are in any case supported by other important ethical arguments, such as arguments from surgeons' professional accountability obligations, and from patients' entitlements to be informed about the risks of surgery upon them.